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Nest ^ o f 
the Crested- 
Flycatchers 

at Farm 



As I was passing through the apple orchard I heard 
one of the Crested Flycatchers calling in the row of tall 
oaks and at the same instant saw its mate flying past me, 
bearing in her bill what looked like a large, ripe cherry. 
She went directly to a small, scraggy wild apple tree, over¬ 
run with poison ivy, which stands on the extreme southern 
edge of the orchard near the line of oaks just mentioned, 
and disappeared among its foliage. 

On examining this tree, I found that it had a hollow 
branch at almost the exact height where I had lost sight of 
the bird. The light was so poor that I could not see the 
interior of the cavity at all distinctly from above, but 
from below, where it opened into a much larger hollow trunk 
(the main stem of the tree) I could make out a mass of what 
looked like dry grass and weed stalks which qiite filled 
the hollow branch at a point just above its intersection 
with the larger trxink and about tviro feet below the opening 
(a small, rounded one) at the end of the branch. I have 
little doubt that this was the Flycatcher's nest. While I 

was looking at it, both birds came about, calling anxiously, 

* 1(1 « * * 


Cooper* s As I was following the path which leads from the 

Hawk Barrett orchard to Birch Field, walking noiselessly over the 

in the water-soaked pine needles, I surprised a Cooper's Hawk 

Sarr ett woOd s 














which was perched on one of the under (dead) branches of a 
small pine directly over the path. Instead of flying away 
from/it came directly towards me, passing within ten yards 
and giving me a close view of it. It looked like a young 
bird but was probably an immature female. It is actually 
the only Cooper’s Hawk \'5hich I have seen in this part of 
Concord for three or more years. When it first took wing, 
several birds (Black-throated Green Warblers, I thought) in 
the pines near where it had been sitting, set up a low shrill 
tee-tee-tee-tee-tee- ing which they continued until it had 
flown out of sight. This sound seems to be made by a number 
of Wixblers as well as Sparrows whenever they are alarmed 
by the presence of a Hawk, 
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Notes of 

Rose- 

"breasted 

Grosbeak 


Swifts 

nesting 

in the 

cabin 

chimn ey 


Chickadee^ 

has two(?) 
broods 


Twice to-day I heard a Rose-breasted Grosbeak making 
that peculiar outcry which the bird appears to utter only 
during the breeding season when anxious for the safety of 
her eggs or young. On one occasion to-day her voice was 
mingled with the screaming of a Blue Jay which, no doubt, was 
at or near her nest. I noted her cries on the spot as 

N ^ \ \ \ N 

follows?— ke- her . ki- her-her . ker-her-her . her-ker-her , her 
uttered very rapidly in shrill, almost piercing tones. 

* ♦ ♦* ♦ 

Swifts have been in our cabin chimney almost con¬ 
stantly this sea-son since May 13. Although it is scarce 
twenty feet in height, a brisk wood fire on the hearth below 
doew not seem to disturb them in the least. On June 21st we 
found a nest and 2 eggs lying on the hearth. It had probably 
been washed down by a hea.vy rain which fell the day before. 
To-day Gilbert discovered that the birds had built a second 
nest which contained tv^ro eggs. 

jir 4r tr 

On the 12th of last May I examined two Chickadees’ 
nests on the shore of the river, one about 50 yards west of 
the cabin, the other some 75 yards to the eastward of it. 

Both contained eggs on that day. They were successfully 
hatched and the yo\ing left the nests early in June. I saw 
them in the nests on June 1 when they were two-thirds grown. 
Gilbert found them gone a week or so later. 























To-day I discovered a nest in a birch stub directly 
in front of Gilbert’s cabin. It evidently contained young, 
for I saw one of the Chickadees enter it a number of times, 
bearing food in her bill. On one occasion she had a large 
green worm, I think the larva of the insect that feeds on 
the leaves of the white maple. It is possible, of course, 
that this Chickadee is a newcomer vAxo has lost her earlier 
nest (or nests); but more probable, I think, that she is one 
of the birds who reared their broods successfully last month 
in this same immediate neighborhood, although I have never 
heretofore suspected that the Chickadee is ever "two-brooded”. 
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¥p^ of 

Mylarchus 
with young 


Bats in 
shed at 
the Farm 



* Id ♦ * * * 

On J\ine 21st I found the nest of the Oreat-crested 
Flycatcher at the Farm, in the hollow branch of a small wild 
apple tree. The light was poor and I could not see into the 
cavity yery well but the nest looked unfinished and, indeed, 
seemed to consist merely of a shapeless mass of dry grass. 

As I saw one of the birds fly to it, bearing a ripe cherry in 
her bill, I concluded, however, that there must be young. 

It seems that I was badly mistaken, for on visiting the nest 
this afternoon I found that it was neatly lined with a pro¬ 
fusion of feathers and contained four or five yo\ing which 
could not have been more than a fev; days old as they were 
very small and only just beginning to show a scanty covering 
of pinfeathers. The old birds were neither seen nor heard 
on this occasion. 

There were no less than eighteen Bats in the shed 
at the farm-house this afternoon. G-lover M, Allen who was 
with me identified them as the Large Brown Bat ( Eptesicus 
fuscu s). He caught several of them, but they made no 
attempt to bite him. Many of them were young, some of which 
were clinging to their mothers, none of the old females 
having more than two each and some only one. About half the 
total number present on this occgsion were collected in a 
cluster, the others being scattered about singly, something 
which I have never observed in this shed before. 
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There were no less than eighteen Bats in the shed 



shed 

at the Farm 


at the farnt-house this afternoon. Glover M. Allen, who 
was with me, identified them as the Large Brown Bat 
( Eptasicus fuscu s). He caught several of them, hut they 
made no attempt to bite him. Many of them were young, 
some of which were clinging to their mothers, none of the 
old females having more than two each and some only one. 
About half the total number present on this occasion were 
collected in a cluster, the others being scattered about 
singly, something vAiich I have never observed in this shed 
before. 

On June 21st I found the nest of the 
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Allgust 9 


Bitterns 



Cow-birds 


* * * * 

At the head of the "Holt" we passed within 20 yards 
of a Bittern which was standing erect and motionless on the 
bank. The grass had been recently cut and removed and there 
was absolutely nothing left that could afford the bird the 
least concealment. His nect was stretched up to its full 
length, his bird pointing straight upward. He turned his 
head from side to side every few seconds but made no other 
motion. In spite of his large size and conspicuous position 
his coloring matched his general surroundings so admirably 
that we nearly passed without seeing him. After we had got 
some 200 yards above him, he flew across the river and 
alighted under some maples. 

Just above Red Bridge we saw five or six Cow-birds 
on the ground in a pasture among some cows. Whenever one of 
the latter animals started on ahead of the rest, the Cow- 
birds would range themselves on each side close to its 
lowered muzzle and run rapidly on just ahead of it. 
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AuA'Ust 24 

I^^^rdie, Gilbert and I went to Concord by electrics, 
starting at 9.30. A Red-eyed Vireo was singing fairly well 

BiiuTs in 

near the West Bedford station. The woods about the cabin 

sQn^ 

were as silent as the grave and we saw no bird there save an 

Oven-bird, 

Chimney 

Sv^if t s 

Soon after entering the cabin we heard a Swift rumble 

in the chimney. Looking up the flue I saw the v;ings and 

tail of a Swift projecting over the edge of the nest. There 

were really two birds -- a young and an old one. The latter 

soon fle’w out, leaving the young bird which appears to be 

Youn^ 

nearly full-grown. It was hatched between July 27 — when we 

remains in 

saw all three eggs in the nest — and August 3, when one egg 

nest over 

had hatched; the other two were infertile. Hence it has 

three weeks 

already been in the nest more than three weeks. No doubt the 

not injured 

mother bird was feeding it vfnen I first looked up,the flue 

by fire 

to-dai/^but, as I have already said, I could see only a tail 
and pair of wings. We have had a good fire in this chimney 

several times since the young Swift hatched. 

Visit 

At 3 P. M, Purdie and I started for the Farm. On the 

the Farm 

way we saw no birds save a flock of Chickadees. At the 

Farm I heard an Oriole singing feebly and Townees, Brown 

Thrashers, a Cet-bird, and Soiig Sparrow chirping just before 




sunset. 




















A Cooii( ?) 


After dark a prolonged choking or gasping (or 


in the 


cornfield 


perhaps I should say vmining) cry came a number of times 

from the cornfield in front of the house. It suggested the 

wail of a Screech Owl but was louder and less tremulous. I 

attributed it to a Racoor^but this vms a mere guess for the 

sound was quite new to me, nor have I ever heaxd a Coon. 

Something is stealing our corn by wholesale, eating it on 

the cob without removing the ears from the stalks. 

A Screech Owl wailing near house at 10 P. M. Tree 
swing r'l 

Crickets in full song._^^_>i 
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September 29 


Black-poll 

i^arblers 


Snapping: 

Tortoise 


an overland 
j ourney 


Maple swamps 

ablaze 
with color. 


Spent the forenoon in the neighborhood of Holden’s 
Hill, The woods there were alive with Black-poll Warblers 
among which were a few Yellow-rumps. The Black-polls have 
two different notes at this season — a lisping call common 
to most D endroicae and a soft full tsup very like the 
chirp of a Yellow Warbler, 

As I was crossing the causeway at about 9 A. M,, 

I discovered a large Snapping or Mud Tortoise making its way 
across the meadow in the direction of the woods. It was 
upwards of 100 yards from the river and perhaps thirty yards 
from the high wooded ground towards which it was progressing 
I do not remember ever seeing one before seeking the uplands 
at this season and I cannot imagine what could have been its 
object. It reminded me forcibly of an Elephant, as it moved 
slowly through the grass, walking at the full height of its 
thick, flabby legs and stopping every now and then to raise 
its head and look around. 

In the afternoon I went to Davis's Hill and Pine 
Ridge. The upland woods were gloomy but the maple swamps 
ablaze with orange and scarlet. 
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H awk ^ 

cackling: 

in 

autumn 


Cooper * s 
Hawk 


* * * Hfl 0 * 

As I was watching the Vireos I suddenly hea.rd the 
barking kck ; kck ; kek-heh-heh-heh-heh-heh of a Cooper's Hawk, 

The bird was evidently within thirty or forty yards but he 
kept so closely concealed among the dense white pimes that 
I did not get a sight at him. He repeated his outcry three 
or four times within the next ten minutes. I do not think 
that I have ever heard it before in the autumn. It was precisely 
the same as during the breeding season. 

All the while that he was calling two Partridges 
were drumming in different directions within sixty yards of 
the spot where I imagined him to be. Neither they nor the 
chuck ing: Chipmunks, nor the small birds flitting about in 
the branches over me seemed to suspect or at least to regard 
the near presence of the merciless Accipiter . I saw either 
him or another of his kind flying high over the farm-house 
an hour le.ter. My men say that he has been liarrying the 
Pigeons of late and that he caught one of them (a white 
bird) a fevi? days ago,while on another occasion he frightened 
them so badly that the entire flock departed and were absent 
an entire day. Pat tells me that he alighted in one of the 
big elms that shade the house yesterday morning,when the 
Pigeons dashed into the barn and wood-shed, remaining there 
until the Hawk departed. 


II 















CONCORD 


190S 

October 15 



On my to the Farm this morning I heard Bluebirds 

and Yellovj-rumps at frequent intervals. In Birch Field I 
cemie upon a little party of three Yellow Palm iiYarblers. Two 


V/hite-throated Sparrows were near them among the gray birches. 
In the oak woods beyond this field I found a flock of 
Chickadees accompaaiied by a White-bellied Nuthatch. I heard 
another Nuthatch of the same species at the saiiie moment 
calling in the distance and also in the same direction a Red- 
bellied Nuthatch. The latter v>ras, I think, in the oaks in 
the rear of the old barn. 

About 10 A. M. an Osprey passed over the orchard at 
a considerable height, scaling on set wings jsowards the 
south-west. 

On my return to Ball’s Hill just before sunset, I 
found about fifty (I counted forty-eight) Robins running 
about over the turf in Bensen’s pasture. As I was watching 
them, a flock of eighteen Cow-birds passed me, quickly 
followed by two flocks of Rusty Blackbirds. All these were 
flying in the direction of the roost at Beaver Dam, 

Gilbert had a remarkable experience with a small 

Hawk v/hich, from his description, I judge to have been a male 

Sharp-shin. It was standing in the middle of the path near 

the cabin with its wings half spread, their tips touching 

•o 

The tail widely spread also re i on 

It held a Robin in its ta^i-ons. When it rose, 


the ground, 
the ground. 


12 




Gilbert chased it and it dropped the Robin which flew off 
strongly out of sight a pparently urdiurt . The Hawk lingered 
near the cabin for some time. 


^ ^ i&i. 

XJ 
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• 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * ♦ * 

Raymond Emerson tells me that a Concord man named 

William Gibbs found a Black Duck’s nest at Goose Pond last 

spring. There were eight eggs which he took and brought to 

town. Samuel Hoar, Jr. took four of them and Dr. Titcomb's 

son the other four. All were hatched successfully under 

hens and the young birds are all alive and now fully grown, 

Raymond saw the four belonging to young Hoar only a few 

days ago. He also says that some boys whom he knows found 

a large brood of small ducklings swimming in the river at 

Fairhaven a year ago last spring. They called them Black 

Ducks. 

1902 

November 9 

• iti ♦ 

• 

I had an interesting experience this evening with 

Partridges, seeing (or rather, hearing) three of them go 

to roost. I was standing motionless among some slender, 

crowded white pines 30 to 35 feet in height when all three 

birds came flying into them in quick succession, alighting 

well up in the trees and at least forty or fifty feet apart, 

I heard the whirring of their wings at a considerable distance 

and each bird as it neared its perch crashed recklessly 

and very noisily thro-ugh the inner dead branches, making, 

indeed, a sound so very loud that it would have startled me 

considerably had it not beeb- preceded by the unmistakable 

whir of the birds’ wings. • • 





GOIICORD, 


1902 

October 28 


Q have neglected to keep up this journal during the 
past ten days, partly because I have had a succession of 
g-uests who have taken up most of my evenings but largely, also, 
because I have made few observations v/orth recording. The 
weather has been warm for the most part but on the mornings 
of the 22nd and 26th water in shallow pools and the surface 
of the ground, also, were frozen. Most of the Robins and 
Rusty Grackles and all the Chipping Sparrows have departed 
and I have seen no Bluebirds for several days. The flight 
of Yellow-rumps has also about ended. I have as yet noted 
no Fox nor Tree Sparrows. Titlarks still pipe over the river 
marshes at evening and Horned Larks have appeared within 
the past few days. Heavy flights of Crows have been passing 
almost daily during the past week. 

Whenever I have been in the neighborhood of Lawrence’s 
pine woods at evening I have heard one of the Great Horned 
Owls. Usually he has hooted only a few times just before or 

a little after sunset. On the evening of the 23rd I noted 

S 

his hooting as follows: — Hoo , hoo- hoo-hop , hop-hoo . hoo , 
there being no variation in respect to the nuiiiber of notes 
on this occasion. The next morning an hour or two before 
daylight (about 3 A, M., I think it was) Gilbert and I were 
both av/akened by the loud voice of an Owl of this species 
which was certainly very near the farm-house and, we both 
thought, in the big elm vdiich shades the drivevYay. He hooted 
a dozen or fifteen times and regularly gave only five notes. 


/r 









Note s of 
the Saw- 
whet Owl 



h^/4-fy'^ Z- 
2 / 


hop, hoo- hoo , hoo . hpo. This is the only instance which has 
ever come under my observation of a Bubo hooting very near 
a house or, indeed, anywhere save in deen woods,\ 

Under date of October 11th I noted haaxing in 
Prescott’s Pines, at evening, an ow, ow which seemed familiar 
but which I could not refer to its author. [Gerald Thayer 
tells me that it vms without question the call of a Sa,w-whet 
Owl and I believe that it was the same cry v/hich I used to 
hear in autumn while camping at Moll’s Rock, Lake Umbagog, and 
which my gnides said was made by a Saw-whet^ The Thayers 
(Abbott and ffierald) and I heard it again last evening, indis¬ 
tinctly and mingled with certain other sounds wholly new 
to me. 

We had seated ourselves on the border of a wood road 
which leads through some dense white pines just to the 
northward of the Green Field and had remained there for 
upwards of half-an-hour, abstaining from conversation and 
all movement but "squeaking” every fev/ minutes in the hope 
of attracting something of interest. Meanwhile twilight 
had faded into night and the gloom under the trees had 
become so deep that we could scarce see one another's faces. 
Suddenly vire heard a confused medley of low , slight sounds, 
some of them nasal and whining, others odd little chuckling 
or wheezy noises and ainong them, indistinctly as I have just 
said and given but once, the ow note which Gerald considered 
almost certain evidence that we v/ere listening to a Savif-whet, 
Without question the creature was a bird of some kind for 












it was moviag from place to place in the trees and once we 
heard it strike against a dry, resonant pine branch, probably 
alighting on it abruptly as Owls are wont to do. It came 
within about thirty yards of us and after that we heard no 
more of it. 

Our squeaking also attracted some fairly large 
mammal, a Fox we thought, Ylfhich approached rather noisily on 
the ground and then, getting our wind, made off again. 
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November 4 *be country is no?/ almost completely drained, of its 

|| summer resident birds and early and mid-autunm migrants. The 

last Bluebirds, Robins and Rusty Blackbirds departed nearly 
a week ago and the Titlarks have nearly all gone. I sa.w a 
stray Chippy on the 2nd and heard a Yellow-rump to-day. 
Chickadees, Kinglets, Creepers, Cro'ws, Jajas, Goldfinches, 
and Partridges with an'occasional Downy or Hairy Woodpecker 
or Flicker are now about the only birds I am likely to find 
in these ?/oods during a ,morning's tramp. I saw the first 
Tree Sparrow to-day. The Juncos have nearly all gone. 

No one has seen any Quail on the Farm of late but 
at daybreak this morning one v/histled loudly a nunber of times 
very near the house. Every morning the Crows congregate to 
the number of fifty or more in a cornfield on the Holden farm 
where the stooks are still stsending and when the air is 
still they make a prodigious clamor. Our corn has been har¬ 
vested but the Jays still come to the field to search for 
stray kernels which the Pigeons aiid Squirrels have overlooked. 
The Gray Squirrels follov/ed the corn into our open shed 
and boldly seized and made off v/ith the ears v/hile the men 
were at v/ork "husking". The Red Squirrels have not 
molested the corn at all. 

^ Two Tree Crickets ( Acanthus nivaeus ) v/ere chirping 

steadily,if somewhat slowly,near the house last evening. 
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A rainbOY J 
on the 
sujnf ac e 


of the 
ground . 


About 8 o’clock this morning I Yritnessed a remarkable 
phenomenon. I was on my way to Ball* s Hill and had just 
passed Bensen’s house T/hen I noticed that his pasture was 
almost as white as if covered Tu’ith snow. For an instant I 
thought of hoar frost but although there had been a heavy 
whit6 frost at daybreak it had melted everywhere, before I 
left the Farm tdf On reaching the pasture and we.lking out 
into it I found that the closely-cropped grass was everyvirhere 
overspread Y/ith spiders’ webs and tha,t these, thickly coated 
with dew or rather melted loar frost, gave the field its 
rather wintry aspect. Thus far I had been advancing nearly 
towards the sun but, happening to turn in the opposite 
direction, what was my astonishment axid delight to perceive 
a rainbov/, starting at my feet or rather about a yard to the 
left of them and extending, on the surface of the ground, 
entirely across the field, curving gently ‘to the left. It 
differed in no way from the rainbows one sees in the heavens 
save that its colors were all slightly duller or more sub¬ 
dued and overlaid, apparently, by a sheen or polish which 
v«ras sufficiently bright to somew'hat dazzle my eyes. Tpe 
width of the belt of colors near my feet was about fifteen 
inches and this was evenly maintained quite across the 
field. As I moved forward towards the east, the bow of 
course moved with me, but its base v/as ever about three feet 
to the rear (i.e. westward)of v;here I stood. The sun all 


the while ?/as shining brightly but through a very slight, 
steam-like mist, which overspread the landscape. 
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first Shrike appeared this morning — in one 
of the elms behind the house. He will find it hard to get 
a living here for I never knew small birds scarcer at this 
season. The autumnal migration is practically ended and it 
seems to have drained the country of about everything 
excepting Crows and Jays. I cannot understand v;hat has 
become of the Tree Sparrows. Thus far I have seen only three 
or four and never more than one in any one day. 

I was surprised this afternoon to find a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet in company with three Chickadees among some dense 
young pines in the Prescott woods. It was a female and the 
only bird of the species that I have noted this year. 

About eight o’clock this morning I heard a deafening 
clamor of Crow voices belov; the barn and on going past it 
a little wey discovered a flock containing over fifty birds 
(l counted sixty) walking about on the ground in the cow 
pasture which they fairly blackened in places. They did not 
seem to be feeding but were apparently holding a caucus 
of the most noisy character. 

Partridges have been scarce of late in the woods on 
the Farm but I statted five near Ball’s Hill this afternoon. 
One of them rose from a thicket close to the cabin. The other 
four were among the dense young pines just behind the Hill 
where they were evidently preparing to go to roost. One 
bird, indeed, had already taken to the trees. I happened 
to see her sitting bolt upright on a pine branch about 25 
feet above the ground. She allowed me to pass d^r 'e- etl y 











directly under her without attempting to fly.^ 

At 2.15 P. M. I heard a Sreat Horned Owl hoot over in 
the dense pines on the Prescott Hill. The sun was shining 
brightly at the time and there was almost no wind stirring. 
About two hours later (4,20 P. M.) a pair of these Owls 
began a wonderful serenade to v/hich I listened attentively 
and ViTith the keenest enjoyment for upwards of half-an-hour, 
when both became silent. 

One of them within fifty yards of me in the large 
dense pines on the ridge above the G-lacial Hollow invariably 
uttered five notest hop . hoo-hoo ; hop ; hoo . There was 
regularly a short but well-marked pause after the first note, 
the second and third notes v/ere given in. rapid succession, 
a carefully—measured and impressively long interval followed 
the third note while the interval between the fourth and 
fifth notes was about half as long as that between the first 
and second notes and that sepasatine: the third and fourth. 

The bird’s voice was, I think, the deepest and most 
sonorous that I have ever listened to from any , while 

the carefully measured intervals made it tremendously impres¬ 
sive. 

The other bird v;as apparently about two hundred yards 
distant and somewhere on Davis’s Hill. Its hooting was 
radically different. Usually it uttered eight notes ( hop , 
hoo-hoo- hoo , hoo- hoo- hoo , hoo ) but occasionally there were 
nine ( hoo-hoo , hoo-hoo-hpo , hoo-hoo-hoo . hoo ).It s voice 
was lighter and more woodeny than that of the first bird 


















Euid its notes given so rapidly that the coMinas which I have 
just used to separate them should perhaps have been omitted. 
Indeed the notes followed one another in nearly if not quite 
as quick succession as do those of the Barred Owl, Usually 
this bird hooted in response to its mate, but on two occasions 
it uttered the full series of notes just described, twice in 
rapid succession. 

On one of these occasions the first set of notes 
was begun before its mate had quite finished and in so high 
and querulous a key as to strongly suggest that it had sud¬ 
denly lost its temper at something that the other wa.s saying 
and had given vent to instant and angry contradiction or 
expostulation. If I am not greatly mistaken, this bird's 
hooting was similar in respect to the number of notes and not 
dissimilar in quality of tone to the hooting of the honking 
OviTl at Lake Umbagog. Indeed I begin to suspect strongly 
th8.t the latter was, after all, nothing but a Bubo , but thus 
far I have not heard this Concord bird honk . 

Both of these Owls are, no doubt, the birds which 
inhabit and breed in Lawrence's woods, I am surprised at the 
limited area which they range over. Apparently it dows not 
much exceed tv70 hundred acres. At least I have never heard 
(or seen) either of them to the eastward of the river, to 
the southward of Ball's Hill or to the westward of our farm¬ 
house. To the northward of their stronghold there are few 

X 

extensive vroods and^do not think they wander far in that 
direction. Certainly most of their time is spent, both by 
night and day, in Lawrence's woods and Prescott's Pines, a 













combined tract of dense, heavy evergreen v;oods (chiefly 
white pines) covering not more than thirty acres* 



